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SHEILA JORDAN Appearing Saturday, February 14, 2009 at Chalker’s Pub 

& Sunday February 15, 2009 at the Art of Jazz Studio
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEVE KUHN Appearing Saturday, June 7th at 2:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
                     
 
 
 
 

Born in 1928, Sheila Jordan was raised in poverty in Pennsylvania's coal-mining country. She 
began singing as a child and by the time she was in her early teens was working semi-
professionally in Detroit clubs. Her first great influence was Charlie Parker and most of her 
influences have been instrumentalists rather than singers. As a member of the vocal trio, 
Skeeter, Mitch And Jean (she was Jean), she sang versions of Parker's solos in a manner akin 
to that of the later Lambert, Hendricks And Ross. After moving to New York in the early 50s, she 
married Parker's pianist, Duke Jordan, and studied with Lennie Tristano, but it was not until the 
early 60s that she made her first recordings. In the mid-60s her work encompassed jazz liturgies 
sung in churches and extensive club work, but her appeal was narrow even within the confines 
of jazz. By the late 70s jazz audiences had begun to understand her uncompromising style and 
her popularity increased - as did her appearances on record, which included albums with pianist 
Steve Kuhn, whose quartet she joined, and an album entitled Home, which featured a selection 
of Robert Creeley's poems set to music. 1983’s Old Time Feeling was followed by 1990's Lost 
And Found, an album that pays tribute to her bebop roots.  Jordan has several unique musical 
trademarks, such as the frequent and unexpected sweeping changes of pitch, which still tend to 
confound an uninitiated audience. www.sheilajordanjazz.com 
 

Brooklyn-born Steve Kuhn was fascinated with jazz very early in his life. He began classical 
piano lessons at age five and in his early teens, Kuhn studied with legendary teacher Margaret 
Chaloff. Chaloff's son, Serge, baritone saxophonist for Woody Herman, hired the 13 year-old 
pianist to play in his group. Throughout his teens Kuhn continued to play in Boston jazz clubs 
with the likes of Coleman Hawkins, Chet Baker and Vic Dickenson.  After graduating from 
Harvard, Kuhn attended the Lenox School of Music where he met and played in a group with 
fellow-students Ornette Coleman and Don Cherry. After a two-year two-year stint with trumpeter 
Kenny Dorham, Kuhn next joined Stan Getz's band, and eventually formed the first Steve Kuhn 
Trio, with drummer Pete LaRoca and bassist Steve Swallow. At the end of the 1960's he spent 
four years living in Europe, where his performances had a significant impact upon local players. 
Upon returning to the U.S., Kuhn released a string of important albums including Trance, 
Ecstasy, Non-Fiction and the collaborations with Sheila Jordan, Playground and Last Year's 
Waltz.  In the mid-80's, Kuhn co-founded the popular 'All Star Trio', with bassist Ron Carter and 
drummer Al Foster, and launched a new and still evolving edition of his trio with bassist David 
Finck. In the 90's and up to the present, he has recorded CDs for Venus, Reservoir and 
Sunnyside. In 2004, Kuhn recorded Promises Kept, which includes a string orchestra for ECM 
Records. He is most proud of this recording. Kuhn continues to tour widely throughout the world, 
with a strong following in Europe and especially Japan where his CDs frequently appear on the 
jazz charts. www.myspace.com/stevekuhntrio 
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JON HENDRICKS       Appearing Saturday, June 7th at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

KELLY LEE EVANS    Appearing Saturday, June 7th at 4:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
ELIZABETH SHEPHERD Appearing Friday, June 6th at  6:30 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Toronto-born, Ottawa-based Kellylee Evans is a unique voice in the urban-jazz world, and 
since the release in May 2006 of her debut Fight or Flight?, her profile has soared.  In 2004, 
Kellylee was awarded second place in the prestigious Thelonious Monk International Jazz 
Vocals Competition, held at The Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.  The judges – Quincy 
Jones, Al Jarreau, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Kurt Elling, Jimmy Scott and Flora Purim chose 
Kellylee out of a pool of over 160 gifted vocalists from around the world. Since her win, she 
has performed with award-winning saxophonist Jane Bunnett and has been invited to open for 
Tony Bennett, Chris Botti, Derek Trucks and Maceo Parker. In 2006, she performed to two 
sold out shows at the Kennedy Center Jazz Club in Washington, D.C.  In the summer of 2007, 
Kellylee embarked on her first tour of the major Canadian jazz festivals, including Vancouver, 
Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal. Evans was the winner of a 2007 Canadian Smooth Jazz Award 
for Female Vocalist of the Year and nominee for a 2007 Juno Award for Vocal Jazz 
Album. www.kellyleeevans.com 

 

Elizabeth Shepherd pushes the boundaries of what is considered conventional jazz, all the 
while creating a sound completely her own. From London to Tokyo, Elizabeth has captivated 
audiences and critics on both sides of the pond. Raised by ministers of the Salvation Army 
Band, an early exposure to the brass band sounds mixed with her love for house, disco, 
classical and hip hop, lay the foundations for this soulful musician. Trained extensively in 
conservatories from Alberta to France, Elizabeth completed a degree in music from McGill 
University, Montreal. She returned to Toronto in 2004 and formed the Elizabeth Shepherd Trio 
with Scott Kemp on bass, Colin Kingsmore on drums. Within the following few years EST 
gained international recognition, performing on BBC Radio 1, sold out shows at London’s Jazz 
Café, and a week-long residency at the prestige Cotton Club in Tokyo, Japan the summer of 
2007. Her Juno nominated debut album, Start To Move continues to receive critical acclaim, 
and was voted the Top 3 Jazz Albums of the Year by the listeners of the Gilles Peterson show 
on BBC Radio 1 UK in 2006. Her follow-up full-length album Parkdale is an older, wiser 
Shepherd teamed with her ever youthful, graceful soul. As far as being a “jazz performer”, 
Elizabeth does not count herself as one to be defined by a particular genre; her music comes 
straight from the soul, and is more than just what she does, but what she loves. 
www.myspace.com/elizabethshepherd 

Eighty-six year old Jon Hendricks is not only one of the world's favorite jazz vocalists, but is 
widely considered to be the "Father of Vocalese", the greatest innovator of the art form. As the 
creative force behind the legendary jazz vocal trio, “Lambert, Hendricks & Ross”, Jon 
Hendricks literally invented a new jazz vocal language, based on an instrumental approach to 
the music, freely using both lyrics and “scat”. His 1985 album Vocalese won five Grammy 
Awards. His television documentary, Somewhere To Lay My Weary Head, received an Emmy, 
Iris and Peabody Award. His stage work, Evolution of the Blues, ran an unprecedented five 
years at the Broadway theatre in San Francisco. Throughout his career, Hendricks has 
worked with the likes of Count Basie, Dizzy Gillespie, Art Blakey, Buck Clayton, Miles Davis, 
Thelonious Monk, Wynton Marsalis, and Bobby McFerrin, For his work as a lyricist, jazz critic 
and historian Leonard Feather called him the "Poet Laureate of Jazz" while Time dubbed him 

the "James Joyce of Jive." www.harmonyware.com/JonHendricks 

 




