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For Immediate Release

Community Voices Introduces Young Students to the Art of Jazz

The Original Jazz Vocal Icon Jon Hendricks Joins 240 Toronto Students 

in Performance April 24, 2008, 7:00 pm 
at Roy Thompson Hall (“Jumpin’ at Roy’s”)
Toronto, ON – Following on the heals of a successful 2007 outreach jazz education program with schools in the Jane/Finch community, Art of Jazz is proud to announce, Art of Jazz Community Voices, a unique interactive music education outreach program that pairs legendary jazz vocalist, lyricist and educator Jon Hendricks with young students to expose, teach and inspire a love for music and the art of jazz.  The announcement follows the successful Art of Jazz Celebration last spring at Toronto’s Historic Distillery District that was attended by more than 29,000 visitors.  

Art of Jazz Community Voices is an ambitious project designed to expose the beauty and power of jazz to young singers from age 8 to 18 attending schools in the Jane/Finch corridor. 

“We recognize the program’s potential to foster personal and artistic growth and cross-cultural understanding, while providing a safe haven for young people to come together with the common goal of learning and creating beautiful music,” says Bonnie Lester, Art of Jazz founder.  “We want to make music education accessible to students who otherwise would not have the opportunity. It encourages active participation among tomorrow’s generation of music lovers and gives them the opportunity to express themselves through the creative arts.”

Art of Jazz Community Voices is the second educational outreach program established by Art of Jazz, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the cultivation of jazz education and performance.  Community Voices is an initiative that further strengthens the organization’s commitment to the advancement of jazz in Canada, especially amongst youth. 

At 86 years old, Jon Hendricks was the surprise highlight of the recent International Association of Jazz Educators Conference (IAJE) held in Toronto in January.  Along with his daughter Aria Hendricks, Jon will lead over 240 young vocalists from 10 Jane/Finch area elementary and middle schools in the Toronto District School Board.  The joint will be jumpin’ as these hip vocalists will be joined on stage by a stellar group of Canadian all-stars including Don Thompson, Archie Alleyne, David Virelles, Jane Bunnett, Larry Cramer, Bonnie Lester and a full gospel choir. 
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About Jon Hendricks
Vocalist and lyricist Jon Hendricks has been called the "The Poet Laureate of Jazz" by Jazz critic and historian Leonard Feather. His influence can be felt in the work of the current top jazz vocalists as well as in the music of the world’s top jazz vocal groups, such as “The Manhattan Transfer” and “The New York Voices”.   As the creative force behind the legendary jazz vocal trio, “Lambert, Hendricks & Ross”, Jon Hendricks literally invented a new jazz vocal language, based on an instrumental approach to the music, freely using both lyrics and “scat”. His 1985 album Vocalese won five Grammy Awards. His television documentary, Somewhere To Lay My Weary Head, received an Emmy, Iris and Peabody Award. His stage work, Evolution of the Blues, ran an unprecedented five years at the Broadway theatre in San Francisco. Count Basie, Dizzy Gillespie, Art Blakey, Buck Clayton, Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk, Wynton Marsalis, and Bobby McFerrin are among those with whom he has worked. As written in the New Grove Dictionary of Jazz, "He is a fine scat singer, and is also so adept at imitating instrumental sounds that his improvisations often surpass the solos played by his accompanists."  Jon Hendricks is the recipient of the 2007 Art of Jazz Lifetime Achievement Award.

About Art of Jazz

Art of Jazz is an artist-founded, not-for-profit organization dedicated to the cultivation of jazz education and performance.  Founded in 2005 by Jane Bunnett, Larry Cramer, and Bonnie Lester, the organization’s mission is three-fold: to provide jazz education and mentorship programs to a new generation of artists and audiences in Canada; to present innovative-year-round programming; and to build a permanent home for jazz in Toronto. 

For more information on Art of Jazz and this year’s Art of Jazz Community Voices, visit: www.artofjazz.org 

-30-

Contact: 

Bonnie Lester
416.840-7663 / bonnie@artofjazz.org
