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For Immediate Release

Art of Jazz Presents
Jon Hendricks in Concert
March 5, 2008, 8pm at Hugh’s Room in Toronto

Toronto, ON – Jon Hendricks together with Don Thompson (piano), Jane Bunnett (Flute and Soprano Sax), Neil Swainson (bass), Terry Clarke (drums) and Larry Cramer (Trumpet & Flugelhorn) will perform a very special intimate concert at 8:00 pm at Hugh’s Room, Wednesday March 5, 2008.  Tickets $28 in advance/$32 at the door
One of the world’s best known vocalists and lyricists, Jon Hendricks has been called the "The Poet Laureate of Jazz". As the creative force behind the legendary jazz vocal trio, “Lambert, Hendricks & Ross”, Jon Hendricks literally invented a new jazz vocal language, based on an instrumental approach to the music, freely using both lyrics and “scat”. His 1985 album Vocalese won five Grammy Awards. His television documentary, Somewhere To Lay My Weary Head, received an Emmy, Iris and Peabody Award. His stage work, Evolution of the Blues, ran an unprecedented five years at the Broadway theatre in San Francisco. Count Basie, Dizzy Gillespie, Art Blakey, Buck Clayton, Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk, Wynton Marsalis, and Bobby McFerrin are among those with whom he has worked. As written in the New Grove Dictionary of Jazz, "He is a fine scat singer, and is also so adept at imitating instrumental sounds that his improvisations often surpass the solos played by his accompanists."  Jon Hendricks is the recipient of the 2007 Art of Jazz Lifetime Achievement Award.
Jon Hendricks is currently working in Toronto with the Art of Jazz on a special outreach program titled Community Voices. As Director of this year’s program, he is teaching 250 children from 10 elementary and middle schools at Jane and Finch. The children are studying some of the great historic jazz repertoire made famous by Jon Hendricks, which will be performed at Roy Thompson Hall on April 24, 2008.
Jon Hendricks plays to sold concert halls around the world. Don’t miss your chance to catch the “James Joyce of Jive” in the very intimate setting of Hugh’s Room in Toronto located at 2261 Dundas St W. at Roncesvalles Ave, just south of Bloor St.
For tickets, please call Hugh’s Room at 416 531-6604 or visit www.hughsroom.com
For more information, call Art of Jazz at 416 840-7663 or email jazz@artofjazz.org
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