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ART OF JAZZ Presents Kevin Mahogany with the Art of Jazz Orchestra
Special Guests include Don Thompson and Jane Bunnett 

Toronto, ON; Jan 6, 2007 – ART OF JAZZ is proud to present a special concert with Kevin Mahogany and the Art of Jazz Orchestra, Wednesday, February 7 and 8, 2007. 7 pm doors, 8pm performance at the Lula Lounge. Tickets are $25 in advance and are available by calling 416 588-0307.

Kevin Mahogany joins 

Don Thompson, Jane Bunnett and the Art of Jazz Orchestra

Wednesday, February 7 and 8, 2007 at 8pm at the Lula Lounge

Swing into the Valentine’s spirit with velvet-voiced baritone vocals of Kevin Mahogany as he makes his debut appearance with the Art of Jazz Orchestra, conducted by Don Thompson.  Newsweek named Mahogany “the standout jazz vocalist of his generation”. The New Yorker says “there’s little Mahogany cannot do”, while the LA Times called him “one of the first truly gifted male vocalists to emerge in years”.

"Kevin Mahogany is fabulous. He’s got great ease on the stage and a great, great voice and a great presentation. It’s kind of like the older type guys. It’s sort of reminiscent of the Johnny Hartman and people of the 40s, when there were a lot of great singers around." - Clint Eastwood

Born in 1958 in Kansas City, Missouri, Mahogany grew up listening to the richly diverse musical sounds of his hometown. Mahogany initially studied clarinet and piano, was working regularly in the Eddie Baker New Breed Orchestra in Kansas City at the age of 12, and by 14 was teaching clarinet lessons.  When Mahogany arrived on the international jazz scene, it was with a sound that was both traditionally grounded and boldly innovative. Over the course of Mahogany’s extraordinary career, he has made significant breakthroughs in style and sounds that redirected, redefined and even reinvented jazz music.  In 2003, Mahogany, along with Kurt Elling, Jon Hendricks and Mark Murphy toured extensively as The Four Brothers. 2004 was a year of worldwide touring. Mahogany brought his big band program to South Africa, Russia, the Caribbean and selected US venues.  Mahogany’s latest venture has him stretching his wings and adding the title of “entrepreneur” to his resume, having started his own Mahogany Music label.  Recent releases include Kevin Mahogany Big Band and To Johnny Hartman.
His 2005 release, Kevin Mahogany Big Band hit #3 on the charts, making him the #1 male vocalist on jazz radio during that year. Mahogany will make his debut appearance with the Art of Jazz Orchestra in Toronto at the Lula Lounge on February 7 & 8, 2007.  The eighteen piece Art of Jazz Orchestra (AJO) made its first appearance at the Art of Jazz Celebration on May 21, 2006, debuting exciting and long overdue big band arrangements, including the first live performance of George Russell’s arrangement of “You are my sunshine” with Sheila Jordan reprising the part written for her in 1962.  Drawing on talent from across the country, the AJO offers new professional opportunities to Canadian performers, composers and arrangers and serves as a creative outlet for some of Canada’s foremost artists.

This intimate night of music will feature Don Thompson as the orchestra’s special guest conductor. Thompson was the recipient of three top honours at the 2006 National Jazz awards.  The multi-talented Toronto-based musician captured honours for composer of the year (an award sponsored by SOCAN), as well as musician and instrumentalist of the year. He also received a 2006 JUNO for Best Traditional Jazz Recording, and the first Art of Jazz Lifetime Achievement Award. Tompson is a Canadian legend. He is a brilliant pianist, bassist, vibraphonist and composer who has been at the forefront of the Canadian jazz scene for over forty years. He first came to international attention as a member of saxophonist John Handy’s quintet in San Francisco, in the middle ‘60s. Following that, he moved to Toronto, where he has been based since. He has been a constantly impressive presence leading his own groups in concerts and recordings, and sharing vibrant partnerships with colleagues from both Canada and abroad.

Jazz musician, flutist, soprano saxophonist, composer, bandleader, advocate for the arts, and educator, Jane Bunnett will join the AJO as a guest soloist. Bunnett is at the forefront of jazz in Canada and around the world. Grammy Awards winner, multiple JUNO Award winner; Smithsonian Institution honoree in recognition for her lifetime of dedication to the enrichment and diffusion of Latin music; and honored with an appointment to the Order of Canada, jazz virtuoso Jane Bunnett has turned her bands into showcases for the finest musical talent from Canada, the United States and Cuba. 

Sponsored by JazzFM91, Yamaha Canada and Long & McQuade, tickets are now on sale. $25 in advance. Dinner reservations guarantee seating. Call the Lula Lounge 416 588-0307 or visit www.ticketweb.ca.

About Art of Jazz

Art of Jazz is an artist-founded, not-for-profit organization dedicated to the cultivation of jazz education and performance.  Founded in 2005 by Jane Bunnett, Larry Cramer, Howard Rees and Bonnie Lester, the organization’s mission is three-fold: to provide jazz education and mentorship programs to a new generation of artists and audiences in Canada; to present innovative-year-round programming; and to build a permanent home for jazz in Toronto. 

For more information on Art of Jazz visit: www.artofjazz.org 

