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Community Voices Introduces Young Students to the Art of Jazz

Jazz Legend Barry Harris Joins Students 

in Performance January 18, 2007 at the Music Hall

Toronto, ON – Art of Jazz is proud to announce their newest project, Art of Jazz Community Voices, a unique interactive music education outreach program that pairs legendary jazz musician, composer and educator Barry Harris with young students to expose, teach and inspire a love for music and the art of jazz.  The announcement follows the successful Art of Jazz Celebration last spring at Toronto’s Historic Distillery District that was attended by more than 15,000 visitors.  

Art of Jazz Community Voices is an ambitious project designed to expose the beauty and power of jazz to young singers from age 8 to 18 attending schools in the Jane/Finch corridor.  The project was conceived by Art of Jazz’s Education Director Howard Rees.  “Barry is an original and his message is unique.  He is a vital exponent of and link to the jazz tradition and it’s essential for new people coming up to be exposed to the music at this level.” 

“We recognize the program’s potential to foster personal and artistic growth and cross-cultural understanding,” says Bonnie Lester, Art of Jazz President.  “We want to make music education accessible to students who otherwise would not have the opportunity. It encourages active participation among tomorrow’s generation of music lovers and gives them the opportunity to express themselves through the creative arts.”

Art of Jazz Community Voices is the first educational outreach program established by Art of Jazz, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the cultivation of jazz education and performance.  Community Voices is an initiative that further strengthens the organization’s commitment to the advancement of jazz in Canada, especially amongst youth. 

Jazz master and educator, Barry Harris, will direct the program comprising of more than 240 young singers from 12 Jane/Finch area elementary, middle and high schools in the Toronto District School Board NW2 family of schools. In addition senior jazz band, strings and vocal students from Earl Haig Secondary School and the Claude Watson Arts program will participate with the choir in a special performance alongside Dr. Harris on January 18, 2007 at the Danforth Music Hall.

Observing Barry Harris in rehearsals, choir conductor Mr. Brian Katz, notes, “It’s beautiful to see the students eyes light up at the rehearsals—they’re awestruck by Barry’s presence, and thoroughly engaged in the lively rhythms of jazz.” 

Celebrated multi-instrumentalist Don Thompson, a recipient of the 2006 Art of Jazz Living Legend Award will be featured as a guest soloist alongside Dr. Harris. A leader in the world of jazz for more than 35 years, Thompson has forged a solid place in Canadian jazz history and has also become a loved and respected fixture in Toronto.  
About Barry Harris

An internationally renowned jazz pianist, composer and teacher, Dr. Harris is the recipient of the 2006 Art of Jazz Living Legend Award.  Known as the “keeper of the bebop flame”, Dr. Harris holds an honorary Doctorate from Northwestern University and has received awards such as the Living Jazz Legacy from the Mid-Atlantic Arts Association and the Manhattan Borough President Award for Excellence. He has devoted his life to the advancement of jazz and was recently named the 2006 recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Grammy Foundation.  

About Art of Jazz

Art of Jazz is an artist-founded, not-for-profit organization dedicated to the cultivation of jazz education and performance.  Founded in 2005 by Jane Bunnett, Larry Cramer, Howard Rees and Bonnie Lester, the organization’s mission is three-fold: to provide jazz education and mentorship programs to a new generation of artists and audiences in Canada; to present innovative-year-round programming; and to build a permanent home for jazz in Toronto. 

For more information on Art of Jazz and its new project, Art of Jazz Community Voices, visit: www.artofjazz.org 
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